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THEY SAY,
“SAME-SEX MARRIAGE IS OKAY”

Matthew Gibson

INTRODUCTION1

A well-socialized heterosexual recognizes his debt to society and
seeks to marry and nurture children as part of his repayment. He
senses himself as part of the ongoing cultural stream and seeks
to preserve and enhance society for the benefit of succeeding
generations. Emerging from history, he self-consciously contrib-
utes to its eternality. He lives on in the generations that follow.

A person committed to homosexual habits is a loose cog. Aside
from personal pleasure, his life is essentially pointless. The best
he can do is stay out of the way and refrain from damaging the
social machine; at worst he might foul its running and destroy it.
He has no creative part in history—the end of his life will merely
remove a bit of disorganization from the social generator. Lived
to their fullest, both lives serve as examples: the heterosexual as
a beacon toward which to steer and the homosexual as warning
of a whirlpool.2

Many in our society, and alarmingly more and more in the Church,
are developing the view that homosexuality is not something they
would do, but they will not condemn or speak against those engaging
in such practices. Many fail to realize the seriousness of this sin and its
far reaching effects upon others. A quick read of the homosexual
agenda ought to alarm every citizen of this great country, and it should
provoke within every Christian a sense of urgency to debunk the false
ideology permeating in this boiling pot of filth. Points in the Homosex-
ual Agenda include:
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1. Hate crime legislation—Christians would be guilty for speaking
against homosexuality

2. Right to marry—legalize homosexual marriages

3. Employment non-discrimination—employers required to hire
homosexuals

4. Military service

5. Lesbian Health issues

6. AIDS/HIV—not as prevalent today due to advancement in
medicine

7. Address issues of homosexuals that are of color

8. Adoption rights

9. Aging issues—succession and groups for homosexual elderly

10. Youth issues—young homosexuals “coming out” creating groups
in schools

11. Overturning anti-homosexual laws

12. Right to privacy/choice—government has no business imposing
(author’s note: it is amazing that while they make this claim, they
also want government to do all these favors for them).

13. Global issues—U.S. in the middle and a push to unite countries
together to accomplish these goals.3

Please be advised that such subject matter will address issues that may
make you feel uncomfortable, being filled with disgust. Homosexuality
is not a sin unto oneself; rather, it is a practice void of morals, affecting
even the most innocent of society, our children.

Regarding the sin of homosexuality, it is past time that more
Christians take a stand for what is right, living righteously and boldly
proclaiming the Truth, manifesting an attitude of love for souls. Most
Christians understand that homosexuality is a disgusting sin. However,
in regard to this matter are we doing that which God wills us to do as
servants in His Kingdom? Through Paul, God says: “Know ye not that
the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived:
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor
abusers of themselves with mankind, Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of
God” (1 Cor. 6:9-10). Specifically, the effeminate and abusers of
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themselves with mankind in this list are references to those who practice
homosexuality.

In this chapter, we will consider: the history of same-sex marriage,
society’s permissiveness, whether or not homosexuality is genetic
and/or natural, what God’s Word teaches on the subject, what our
attitude should be, and how to counsel homosexuals. It is my prayer
that every reader of this material will approach this subject from God’s
viewpoint in order to establish a foundation upon which to build for His
glory.

HISTORY OF SAME-SEX MARRIAGE

Attempts to legalize same-sex marriage are not exclusive to United
States. Such efforts have been made, with many of them being
successful, down through time and throughout the world. Available
records show that the vast majority of the same-sex unions involved
two men. On the other hand, little has been recorded relative to the
unions between women. This does not indicate that there was/is a
tendency toward fewer such unions among women; rather, it is a
reflection of how women have been viewed in various societies down
through time. Yet, in China’s history it can be seen that much attention
has been given to the very formal unions between females.4

At least some Native American Indian tribes are known to have
recognized same-sex unions between males. In the nineteenth century,
in what became known as the “Boston Marriage,” two women could
commit themselves to each other and cohabit (though it is likely that
the public did not consider this to permit sexual involvement).5

Rev. Troy Perry performed the first public gay wedding in the
United States in 1969, but it was not legally recognized, and in
1970, Metropolitan Community Church filed the first-ever
lawsuit seeking legal recognition of same-sex marriages. The
lawsuit was not successful. In March 2005, two Unitarian
Universalist ministers Kay Greenleaf and Dawn Sangrey were
charged with multiple counts of solemnizing a marriage without
a license in the State of New York. The charges were the first
brought against clergy for performing same-sex unions in North
America, according to the Human Rights Campaign, a Washing-
ton, D.C.-based gay rights group.6

In the United States of America, ongoing polarizing debates are
happening because some are advocating the legalization of same-sex
unions. Some are even defying the existing laws to do so. Certain states
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and their leaders are campaigning and imploring for same-sex unions
to be legalized. A few states have now legalized same-sex marriages.
All the while this is going on, the federal government is in a quagmire,
aimlessly attempting to accommodate the parties on both sides of the
issue. This is a deploringly sad state of affairs in our country. With
cultural norms changing, every Christian should know better than to
allow society to dictate what is right and wrong.

Every sin, regardless of what it is called, it is still wrong. Same-sex
marriage is no exception. Still, homosexuals feebly attempt to disguise
their wrongdoing by giving new names to their old sins. “The earliest
use of the phrase ‘commitment ceremony’ as an alternative term for
‘gay wedding’ appears to be by Bill Woods who, in 1990, tried to
organize a mass ‘commitment ceremony’ for Hawaii’s first gay pride
parade.”7 Proponents of the homosexual agenda deceitfully attempt to
disguise their shameful, disgusting, abominable and sinful “lifestyle”
by softening and buffering their terminology with terms such as
“domestic partnership,” “civil union,” “registered partnership,” and
“reciprocal beneficiary.” 

SOCIETY’S PERMISSIVENESS

People must realize how destructive this lifestyle is, not only to the
homosexual, but to society as a whole. Why say this? God ordained
(established) that marriage is to be between a husband (male) and a
wife (female). “So God created man in his own image, in the image of
God created he him; male and female created he them ... Therefore
shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his
wife: and they shall be one flesh” (Gen. 1:27; 2:24). Anytime people
digress from God’s prescribed plan, it works to their own undoing.

As people distance themselves from God, the tendency is to make
gods of themselves. Men making themselves gods, the arbiters of right
and wrong, invariably “call evil good, and good evil ... put darkness for
light, and light for darkness ... put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter”
(Isa. 5:20). Immoral permissiveness becomes the behavioral norm and
a society is saturated with perverted degenerate misfits. This language
is strong, but it is true.

WARNING: UNPLEASANT DETAILS GIVEN

WARNING—the following information concerning homosexuality
is not something pleasant for a Christian to consider. In fact, while it is
not the intent of this writer to be offensive, much of what follows
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should be offensive to anyone. And, while this writer finds it personally
repulsive, too, it must be considered to clarify from moral and secular
perspectives why homosexuality is morally, emotionally, spiritually,
and physically destructive.

From a sanitary or health standpoint, people are taught to shun
fecal matter. Homosexuals develop a learned behavior to carry out
sexual desires upon a part of the body intended to remove feces from
the body. Oral contact may be, and most often is, involved. It usually
does not cease at this point. Many homosexuals engage in sadomasoch-
ism, the consumption of waste—nothing is off limits. Everything for
the homosexual becomes a process or means to fulfill his/her deviant
sexual desires. Children, toys, parks, public restrooms are all “fair
game” in their “hunt.” Yes, it is nasty, obscene and repugnant. It is a
cesspool of immoral depravity. Homosexuality illustrates what can
happen when man, a created being worships self rather than God.
Truly, they have “changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped
and served the creature more than the Creator” (Rom. 1:25).

Regarding their spiritual condition, unless they repent of their
homosexuality and obey the Gospel, homosexuals are on a very steep
downhill slide to disaster and doom. Most people are unaware of it, but
homosexuals not only engage sexual sins, they have no inhibitions
about committing other sins as well. This can be understood when it is
realized that when one is so devoid of scruples in one area, he will be
amiss in others.

Considered the term “straight.” It is often used to describe someone
who is heterosexual and monogamous. With very few exceptions, the
behavior of homosexuals demonstrates that they do not want monoga-
mous relationships. Generally, their “unions” do not last more than two
or three years. Before a homosexual “union” breaks up, one or both
parties has already begun “cheating.”

Kinsey’s study revealed that homosexuals are more likely to
engage in criminal activity than are heterosexuals.8 Again, compared
with heterosexuals, even when they are not caught doing so, homosexu-
als are more likely to engage in shoplifting, illegal drug use, and
committing sexual crimes.9 Homosexuals are whiners insisting that they
are not the cause for destruction to society. They claim that society has
treated them unjustly; therefore, they cheat because they were first
cheated. Even if that were true, every right thinking individual knows
that committing a wrong in retaliation for a wrong never makes a right.
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Homosexuals, 4-to-1, say they would recommend job termination
over same sex unions. Half regret ever starting and would become upset
if their children practiced such behavior.10 Emotionally, they are a train
scheduled for a head-on collision with depression, anxiety, fear, pity,
separation, et cetera. This is a course for suicide as reported in 5% of
heterosexual males versus 19% of homosexuals and 10% of heterosex-
ual females versus 21% of lesbians.11

The philosophy emanating from homosexuals is an all-out attack
on the family as God intends it. Of all crimes—sins—homosexuality is
one of the most blatant when it comes to bringing repression upon
others. A drug abuser will deny his/her addiction to others, but
generally speaking, the drug abuser is seeking to escape the world.
Homosexuality, on the other hand, schemes against society. This is
evident because it is seen in their arrogant behavior to fulfill their
fleshly lusts in public restrooms and parks, when they attempt to
exploit our children, and when they deceitfully attempt to gain the trust
of others for their own sexual advantage.

Homosexuals do not like to face the facts presented in numbers
about homosexuals. One particular fact they do not like to face is that
Gilles de Rais—a homosexual—is considered to be the world’s worst
mass sex murderer in history. His wickedness included the destruction
of eight hundred children. He lured them into his house, then bathed
and fed them. Following these kind gestures, he raped, murdered, cut
up or ripped bodies, and ate them. Whatever remained of their bodies
he burned. Gilles de Rais was eventually caught and hung.12

To be sure, homosexuals decry such an incriminating history. Their
defense is that Gilles de Rais lived five hundred years ago, and that
their detractors should be ashamed for even mentioning such informa-
tion. But, numbers are numbers, and they tell a story. Consider the
statistics, comparing heterosexuals and homosexuals, relative to mass
murders. The following numbers are confined to a seventeen-year
period. While only about 4% of the U.S. population are practicing
homosexuals, they are over represented in the 518 mass murder deaths
reported. Homosexuals killed at least 350 (68%) of the victims. They
were implicated in at least 14 (41%) of the thirty-four sets of crime.
They committed seven (70%) of the ten worst murder sets.13

Brethren, we must understand the driving force which is seeking to
destroy the integrity of society, and we must oppose such foolishness
with all our mind, body, strength, and soul. Homosexuals do not merely
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want to have “equal status,” they want to have a higher status than
others.

It would seem that most homosexuals would have to know that
homosexuality is wrong and that they can change, if they so desire.
Surely, they know how pathetic they appear to be in the eyes of others.
“To preserve any semblance of self-respect, homosexuals either have
to convince others that what they do is right or that they are not
responsible for their perversity.”14 Yet, as cultures seek to set sexual
standards, relying upon the Bible or an ideology of others, homosexual-
ity is destructive (debasing worthy goals) rather than constructive.

Here is something else to consider. Most parents want to teach their
children about sexual matters. However, the homosexual wants your
children taught on their terms—and if possible by them, when the
children are very young. Few become homosexuals “later in life”; it is
something learned at an early age. Homosexuals warp their own minds
by lowering them to their lowest common denominator—themselves.

Can any good come from homosexuality? No! Do not forget
homosexuality’s association with the sins of murder, violence, adultery,
molestation, and unsanitary practices that are noted above. Yes,
homosexuals will deny that you have to be one, but they will not settle
for anything less than for you to totally accept their sinful behavior and
lifestyle. That is something a Christian simply cannot do.

IS HOMOSEXUALITY GENETIC AND NATURAL?

Homosexuality, being a heinous practice, leaves the homosexual
with three options: 1) stay “in the closet,” 2) corrupt the minds of
others, or 3) place the responsibility for being homosexual somewhere
else. We shall now consider the third option. Homosexuals are likened
unto young children who are caught misbehaving. They seek to blame
someone or something else. Over the past few years there has been a
very aggressive thrust made by homosexuals and their supporters to
persuade the general population that homosexuals are born that way (or
born with the inclination to be homosexuals, which is to say the same
thing). Christians do not accept the idea that people are born sinners,
i.e., alcoholics, murderers, or drug abusers. However, homosexuals do
not think in that way because to them their “sexual desire” is not a sin.
Fundamentally speaking, those who practice homosexuality either do
not know what the Bible teaches, know but do not believe what the
Bible teaches, or know and believe what the Bible teaches but refuse to
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respect its authority. In any case, like so many others, they rip asunder
the Holy Writ if it does not support their sin. Let us consider the
question: “Is it possible for someone to be born a homosexual?”

This question ought to be easily and readily answered—proved or
disproved—purely from a scientific basis. Homosexuals have long
claimed that because of their genetic makeup they have had no choice
but to be homosexuals. Now that the Human Genome Project has been
completed, guess what has been discovered? There is no such thing as
a “gay” gene. That is it! Nothing more! Even so, many are not willing
to accept the truth of the matter.

It is sometimes falsely assumed that some humans are “born
homosexual” because homosexuality occurs in the animal kingdom.
What proves too much, proves nothing. Yes, findings in research done
with animals have advanced medical knowledge, led to beneficial
medicines, and helped mankind. That being said, this research has been
“physiological” in nature and it does not correspond with behavioral
studies. Physiological analysis is an empirical or physical process.
Behavioral studies are entirely different. Moreover, the pro-homosexu-
als’ argument is easily defeated by their own fallacious reasoning. For
example, since some animals engage in cannibalism, does that mean it
is right for humans to engage in cannibalism? Is cannibalism natural?

The homosexuals’ cause is a popular topic for debate in many
circles. Those favoring the homosexual agenda constantly insist that
one is a homosexual because of his genetic composition or genetic
predisposition; therefore, because “God made them that way,” they
should be accepted, not be rejected or chastised, because of their
“lifestyle.” First, as previously mentioned, there is no bona fide
scientific evidence for such a claim. True, claims have been made that
certain studies have proven that there is a homosexual gene. Yet, when
those studies have been examined, they have been exposed to be
improper studies, fraudulent studies, or contrived studies. For example,
from the widely publicized study conducted by Dr. Dean Hamer of the
National Cancer Institute, it was claimed that “a genetic link to
homosexuality” had been found. The study reported that the families
of 76 gay men included a much higher proportion of homosexual male
relatives than found in the general population. Of course, people
believed it because, after all, the news media cited the source of the
study as the National Cancer Institute. No one seemed to pay attention
to the fact that this study conducted by Dr. Hamer was sorely a
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disappointment because of its sample size, its lack of a heterosexual
control group, and the large number of exceptions recorded with no
explanation.15 One of the strongest arguments against the claim that
homosexuals are “born that way” are the many notable successes of
people abandoning homosexuality. How would that be possible if
people are genetically born that way?

Some may mistakenly think that homosexuality is reserved for
bums and prison inmates. Homosexuality, like any other sin is not
limited to a particular group. A comparison of the national averages for
homosexuals and heterosexuals reveals the following facts:

1. Average household income is $55,300 (for homosexuals) to
$32,286 (for heterosexuals)

2. Percent of college graduates is 60 (for homosexuals)  to 18 (for
heterosexuals)

3. Percentage of professional and management positions is 49 (for
homosexuals)  to 16 (for heterosexuals)

4. Percentage with overseas vacations is 66 (for homosexuals)  to
14 (for heterosexuals) 16

Christians cannot afford to remain in the dark relative to homosexual-
ity. And, there is no excuse for doing so because there is a wealth of
information available from a wide range of sources: secular, denomina-
tional, scientific, brethren, and those who have “come out” of homosex-
uality.17

WHAT GOD’S WORD
TEACHES CONCERNING HOMOSEXUALITY

There is no better way to study this subject than to search the Bible
and read what it says on this subject. Truly, the Bible’s teaching on
homosexuality is vividly clear. Every verse on the subject shows that
homosexuality is a moral—not a medical or biological—issue.
Consider these well-known Scriptures:

And they called unto Lot, and said unto him, Where are the men
which came in to thee this night? bring them out unto us, that we
may know them (Gen. 19:5, emphasis added).

Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the
lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between
themselves: Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and
worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who
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is blessed for ever. Amen. For this cause God gave them up unto
vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use
into that which is against nature: And likewise also the men,
leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one
toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly,
and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which
was meet (Rom. 1:24-27, emphasis added).

Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom
of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with
mankind, Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers,
nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God (1 Cor. 6:9-10,
emphasis added).

Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like
manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after
strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the ven-
geance of eternal fire (Ju. 7, emphasis added).

Amazingly, the ignorant or rebellious will reject what the Bible
says and deny the seriousness and sinfulness of homosexuality. For
example, on January 20, 1990, a radio debate took place between
Robert Williams (the first practicing homosexual to be ordained a priest
in Episcopal Church) and Jeff Asher. In this debate, Williams argued
the “Lot incident” was a condemnation from God against Sodom and
Gomorrah’s acts of violence, not homosexuality. He did so despite Jude
7, Genesis 2:23, and Matthew 19. When Williams was asked what
passage he would use to defend homosexuality, he used Luke 7:2ff. His
argument was something like this:

This is the story of Jesus’ healing the centurion’s pias. In this
particular place the word pias, is translated in English as “slave.”
Elsewhere, when the same story is told in the other gospels (it is
not other gospels; rather, it is Gospel accounts, MG), it is
obviously the same story but the word “slave” is not used. It is
rather the word “boy.” So there seems to be some confusion
about what the identity of this young man is. Is he a servant in
the centurion’s household, or is he a son of the centurion? I
would suggest that the confusion is because he is in fact neither,
but is romantically linked; he is the lover, we might say, of the
centurion.18

“Slave” is nowhere translated “boy” in the New Testament. When
challenged on this, Williams replied that he was talking about contem-
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porary writings of that time. It is clearly obvious that Williams was
making ludicrous, unwarranted claims and expected people to accept
them as truth.

Here is another example of how homosexuals attempt to deny the
emphatic teaching of the Bible. Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13 respectively
state: “Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is
abomination ... If a man also lie with mankind, as he lieth with a
woman, both of them have committed an abomination: they shall surely
be put to death; their blood shall be upon them.” How do homosexuals
deal with these verses? They agree here that the homosexuality is
wrong, but not because it is homosexuality; rather, because at this point
in history the Israelites were to increase their population, and any
sexual activity that did not produce a greater population was sin. Go
figure!

We must accept the Bible for what it is—God’s verbally, plenary,
inspired Word. Anything less is to place ourselves above God,
especially if in doing so we attempt to tell Him what He meant. God
makes it clear. Unless one obeys the Gospel, and in doing so repents of
his homosexuality, hell will be his eternal abode. Paul said:

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your
affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are
dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who
is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in
glory. Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth;
fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupis-
cence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: For which things'
sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience:
In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them
(Col. 3:1-7).

In this passage, Paul challenges Christians to “walk the walk,” not just
talk the talk. Versus 1-4 set forth the challenge, and it also provides
instructions on how to achieve the goal. Actually, Paul begins this in
Colossians 2. Especially note verse 12: “Buried with him in baptism,
wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of
God, who hath raised him from the dead.” To be saved and become a
Christian, one must put sin to death because it is sin that separates us
from God (Isa. 59:2). Colossians 3:5 teaches we should not conform to
the sinful ways of the world; rather, we are to put sin to death lest we
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face the consequences of God’s wrath (v. 6). Notice the words “fornica-
tion,” “uncleanness,” “inordinate affection,” and “covetousness” (Col.
3:5). Homosexuality rears its ugly head in one form or another in every
one of those words. This is even true of the word “covetousness,”
which Paul points out is idolatry. Homosexuals covet the creation more
than the Creator (Rom. 1:25), they dishonor their own bodies, leaving
natural use of their bodies, they burn in lust (Rom. 1:24-27), they will
not inherit the kingdom of God because they abuse themselves with
mankind (1 Cor. 6:9-10), and they are set for suffering the vengeance
of eternal fire because they give themselves over to fornication by
going after strange flesh (Ju. 1:7). Can anyone find anything good in
Scripture about homosexuality?

Here is something good. From 1 Corinthians 6:11 and Colossians
3:7, it is obvious that those who had been caught up in homosexuality
ceased to practice it. These verses imply that homosexuality is learned,
and it is something that can be mortified (put to death, ceased), giving
the soul hope of salvation (Rom. 8:24-25).

CHRISTIAN ATTITUDE
TOWARD HOMOSEXUALITY, SIN

 Faithful Christians know that homosexuality is not good, that it is
sin. A chief concern for God’s children should be: “How do we deal
with sin, whether it is our sin or someone else’s?” Having the proper
attitude toward God and toward sin is vitally important when it comes
to helping anyone who is guilty of homosexuality. The Bible declares
that homosexuality is sin. Sin is transgression of God’s law (1 Jn. 3:4).
All unrighteousness is sin (1 Jn. 5:17; Ps. 119:172), and anything that
is not of faith is sin (Rom. 14:23). It must also be understood that “to
him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin” (Jas.
4:17). Sin is not “natural.” It is against nature. Furthermore, no one is
sinful because he has inherited a “sin gene” (Ezek. 18:19-20). There-
fore, because the Bible identifies homosexuality as a sin, no one is born
that way. In turn, this means that homosexuality is a learned behav-
ior—generally a behavior one has been led into. About how we involve
ourselves in sin, James warns:

Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for
God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:
But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own
lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth
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forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. Do
not err, my beloved brethren (Jas. 1:13-16).

Each individual is responsible for his own sin. One is not held to
another’s sin unless he is a contributor to it. We do not inherit sin. “The
soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the
father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son: the righ-
teousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the
wicked shall be upon him” (Ezek. 18:20).

A proper attitude toward sin is achieved by recognizing the
following facts about sin. First, sin is a deceitful force (Heb. 3:13).
Second, sin hardens the heart (think of Pharaoh, Heb. 3:8). Third, sin
is progressive in its nature (2 Tim. 3:13). Examples of this fact are
Joseph’s brethren (Gen. 37), David (2 Sam. 11), and Peter (Mt. 26:58-
75). Fourth, sin’s pleasures are only for a season (Heb. 11:25). Fifth,
the wages of sin is death (Rom. 6:23). Finally, sin kills one’s sense of
shame by making the heart increasingly calloused to good (Phil. 3:19).

How do we deal with sin, including the sin of homosexuality? First,
there is a right way and a wrong way to “cover” sins. The wise man
wrote: “He that covereth his sins (in the wrong way, MG) shall not
prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy”
(Pro. 28:13). The psalmist said: “Blessed is he whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered (in the right way)” (Ps. 32:1). Second,
we cannot hide our sins. Numbers 32:23 says: “But if ye will not do so,
behold, ye have sinned against the Lord: and be sure your sin will find
you out.” Third, we cannot truthfully deny our sins. “If we say that we
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned,
we make him a liar, and his word is not in us” (1 Jn. 1:8-10). Fourth,
we are to confess our sins (1 Jn. 1:9). Fifth, repentance is necessary to
receive the forgiveness of our sins (Acts 8:22; Lk. 17:3). It necessarily
follows that one cannot be a homosexual, obey the Gospel, and remain
a homosexual. This is so because repentance is vital to salvation (Acts
17:30-31; Lk. 13:3, 5). Finally, we must forsake, mortify, and cease
from sin (Pro. 28:13; Col. 3:5).

Regardless of the influences of society, the news media, our fellow
workers, or anyone’s efforts to propagandize us that we must be
understanding, sensitive, and open minded to homosexuality, a sin,
brethren, we must understand the consequence of sin. We are:
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1. To understand—understand God’s way

2. To be sensitive—to the price paid on the cross lest we trample
under foot that precious sacrifice because we endorse sin,
including homosexuality (Heb. 10:26, 31).

3. To be open minded—again, open to God and His ways loving
Truth and honoring the Almighty.

What does the Bible say about consequences of sin? First, sin separates
us from God (Isa. 59:1-2). It is the only thing that separates us from
God (Eph. 2:1-2). Second, sin brings the vengeance of God (2 Thess.
1:7-9). Third, sin will cause us to miss Heaven (Jn. 8:21; 1 Pet. 4:17-
18). Fourth, the end result of sin is death (Rom. 6:23; Rev. 21:8). There
is an abundance of Scripture dealing with the fact that spiritual death
is of a greater consequence than physical death. Why? Physical death
is not a choice, but spiritual death results from the choices we make
between right and wrong. Fifth, unforgiven sin will mean eternal
punishment for the sinner (Mt. 25:46; 2 Thess. 1:9). We are to love the
souls of all sinners, but we are not to love their sins.

If you struggle in your efforts to have the proper attitude toward
homosexuality, concentrate your studies on the punishment awaiting
those who support sin, encourage sin (even through their silence), or
die in sin. First, punishment for sin is just (Rom. 2:23-26; Jn. 3:16-21;
Mt. 10:28). Second, that punishment will be eternal, forever (Mt.
25:46). Third, the soul’s annihilation, complete removal, would be a
relief, but it is not a part of God’s plan (Mk. 9:44, 46, 48; Mt. 25:30).
Fourth, recognize the somber reality of God’s wrath, and in so doing be
motivated to employ the power of God’s Word to bring all people to
obedience to the precious Gospel of Christ (Rom. 1:16). “Let love be
without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is
good” (Rom. 12:9). “Abstain from all appearance of evil. And the very
God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit
and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ” (1 Thess. 5:22-23).

COUNSELING HOMOSEXUALS

Dealing with sin is a constant battle. Sadly, many do not overcome
sin because they seek answers in all the wrong places. People need to
understand that God’s Word provides the answers to all of the
questions having to do with man’s sin problems. Sometimes in their
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search for answers in the Bible, people become discouraged because
they do not know “where in the Bible” to find their needed answers.
Help for them will need to come from those who know how to give
Bible counsel to homosexuals. To help those who might need to
counsel homosexuals, this writer recommends the advice offered by
brother James Meadows.

First, brother Meadows recommends that one become familiar with
the possible causes of homosexuality.19 This allows the teacher to be
prepared to meet and refute false claims, “understand where the student
is coming from,” and be informed regarding the roots of this sin. Sin is
sin, but the reasons why a person will engage in one as opposed to
another will vary from one sin to another, and from person to person.
For example, the suggested possible catalysts for one becoming a
homosexual are: a domineering mother, an absence of father, molesta-
tion, incorrect sex education, emotional imbalance, et cetera. Knowing
these things can help a teacher know what areas of person’s life must
be dealt with in his efforts to help the homosexual.

Second, the Bible teacher/counselor must reflect upon his own
attitude towards homosexuals.20 Brethren, if we mock and make fun of
a sin, our attitude is not right. Sin is never made light of in the
Scripture. Sin is not to be made light of because a soul is at stake with
its possible final destination being an eternity in hell. This is nothing to
joke about.

Third, we must avoid stereotyping homosexuals.21 All homosexuals
are not the same. Borrowing from Tim LaHaye, Meadows lists the
following seven differences among homosexuals:

1. The unhappy gay

2. The Christian whose conscience constantly plagues him

3. The Christian who fights homosexual temptations every day of
life

4. The deceived homosexual

5. The former homosexual Christian who lets guard down and falls
into sin

6. The defiant deviant

7. The militant homosexual22

It is essential that the teacher/counselor understand the background of
one which might have contributed to his becoming a homosexual. To
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illustrate this: if a fire is started with grease, the fire will not be
extinguished by putting water on it—it will only enhance the fire.
Knowing what causes the fire (sin, homosexuality) will help one to
determine the approach to be used in putting it out (i.e., bring a lost
soul to salvation).

Fourth, brother Meadows makes a point that the homosexual’s
greatest need is love.23 The homosexual thinks he is facing a life devoid
of true love. (This can be especially confusing to him since he has
previously thought that happiness comes from immoral, sexual desires.)
Having lost a true sense and self-respect of self, it is important to let the
homosexual know that his life can have value and meaning.

Fifth, the teacher/counselor must see the homosexual apart from the
problem.24 The homosexual is a real person with a real soul. The goal
is to help him overcome his sin. Perhaps other sins have led homosexu-
als to this point. People seek to fulfill life through many means,
Scriptural or not (most often “not”). Many times a sinner is dealing
with issues of selfishness, covetousness, or a sense of belonging. If
children are being taught that homosexuality is okay, that it is not that
different—that it is really those who object to it who have the
problem—what do we expect the outcome to be?

Sixth, the teacher/counselor must be able to recognize those
homosexuals who are genuinely concerned versus those who seeking
support for their sin.25 Having been involved in prison work for several
years, this writer has witnessed this time and again. Prisoners would
attend services for various reasons. Some attended because it was
different. Others attended to develop what was called “good time” (to
expedite their release date). Still some attended because they were
sincerely concerned about their wrongdoing.

Seventh, steps must be taken to “unlearn” what is wrong, and then
“learn” what is right.26 True of any sin, this part of the process requires
invaluable, self-reflection upon teacher/counselor. Knowledge,
understanding, caring, and loving are essentials to gain trust of the one
being taught/counseled and to bring him from a state of sin to one of
salvation. Most of the time, it will begin with just listening.

Eighth, Meadows recommends the advice of John Scott, a
successful counselor helping homosexuals to rid their sin.

1. Homosexuality is a sin and not a sickness from start to finish.

2. Homosexuality begins as a personal sin and ends as a sickness.
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3. Homosexuality is a sickness which involves the sin of abuse.

4. Homosexuality is a sickness which is caused by a combination
of factors involving both sin  and sickness.

5. Homosexuality involves sin in the sense that it has destructive
consequences.

6. Homosexuality is a social sin.27

Ninth, the teacher/counselor must have compassion.28 Several
factors need to be considered here. Christians cannot pretend to care,
hoping the homosexual will change. Christians cannot be afraid of
dealing and working with someone in this sin. If you, as a teacher/
counselor are apprehensive or scared, seek someone to help you. Never
must we convey or leave the message that the sinner is all right in his
wicked ways. If we do that, we become guilty of sin and we will be just
as lost as the homosexual.

Tenth, it is just as important for the homosexual to obey the Gospel
and change his life, all to the glory of God, as it is for anyone else.29

Remember, 1 Corinthians 6:11 says, “And such were some of you: but
ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of
the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.” Like every new convert,
the homosexual will be extremely vulnerable at this point in his
spiritual life. Perhaps he will experience feelings of doubt and
ignorance. No doubt he will have questions that will need answers.
Satan will be seeking to devour this babe in Christ before he or she
becomes more strengthened by the Word of God and fellowship with
his brothers and sisters in Christ (1 Pet. 5:8).

CONCLUSION

The subject discussed in this chapter is neither pleasant nor pretty.
But brethren, we are in a spiritual warfare. Our very spiritual well-
being demands that we be able to assemble, teach and discuss this
subject in a Godly manner. We must lovingly, respectfully, but
forcefully take a stand for God’s moral teaching. This means we must
expose and oppose immorality, regardless of the form it takes. We must
use the pressure of our knowledge and influence against those who
would oppose God’s way. This is not only our legal right, but more
importantly, it is our spiritual responsibility to do so. A heart of
tenderness and compassion without compromise is what God calls for.
The faithful will gladly, boldly, and courageously defend what is right
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as it has been set forth by God in His Word. We must do this lest we
become an entire nation that suffers, sharing in the consequences of
others sins, because we chose to remain silent for fear of intimidation
and persecution.

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of
his might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able
to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole
armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day,
and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins
girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteous-
ness; And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of
peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall
be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God: Praying always with all prayer and supplication in
the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and
supplication for all saints (Eph. 6:10-18).
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